
Sophister Option Description 2022/23 

Option Name: The Darker Side of Children’s Literature: Robert Cormier as Case Study 

Option Short Title: Robert Cormier 

Lecturer Name and Email Address:  Pádraic Whyte, whytepa@tcd.ie 

ECTS Weighting: 5 

Semester/Term Taught: Hilary 

Year: JS  

Module Content 

1. Introduction and Context 
2. The Chocolate War (1974) 
3. I Am the Cheese (1977) 
4. After the First Death (1979)  
5. The Bumblebee Flies Anyway (1983) 
6. Student Presentations 
7. Reading Week 
8. Fade (1988) 
9. Tunes for Bears to Dance To (1992) 
10. Student Writing 
11. The Rag and Bone Shop (2000) 
12. Revision and Reflection 

 

Learning Outcomes: 

On successful completion of this module students should be able to 

• Discuss and evaluate the work of Robert Cormier within the broader context of 
history and criticism of children’s literature 

• Identify key theoretical approaches specific to the study of Cormier’s work 
• Relate textual analysis to broader cultural debates 
• Undertake independent research and take responsibility for their own learning 

experience 
• Develop existing critical and analytical skills, become empowered citizens, and 

think beyond the confines of ‘learning outcomes’ 
 

Option Learning Aims: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Chocolate_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/I_Am_the_Cheese
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/After_the_First_Death
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Bumblebee_Flies_Anyway_(novel)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fade_(novel)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tunes_for_Bears_to_Dance_To
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Rag_and_Bone_Shop


This module facilitates the exploration of the select writings of acclaimed US author Robert 
Cormier (1925 – 2000), a key figure in the development of twentieth century children’s 
literature and one of the most important writers of young adult literature (which falls within 
the parameters of children’s literature). Positioning Cormier’s work within the context of ‘the 
darker side’ of children’s literature provides students with opportunities to debate the 
complex issue of ‘appropriate’ content for child readers: what have various societies across 
the centuries deemed too controversial or inappropriate for younger readers to read and why 
might this be so? How has this shifted and changed? How have certain authors, such as 
Cormier, responded to these debates? What type of implied readers do Cormier’s texts 
construct? 

Cormier’s novels and short stories often feature characters who are powerless within corrupt 
structures, and his writing engages with complex issues such as betrayal, manipulation, 
violence, abuse, loss, moral ambiguity, as well as hope and resilience. Discussions will be 
positioned within the context of broader cultural and literary debates and will incorporate a 
number of theoretical and critical approaches, particularly those related to children’s 
literature, power, young adult experience and development, gender theory, and reader-
response and reception theory.  

 

Assessment Details:  

• Number of Components: 1 
• Name/Type of Component(s): Essay 
• Word Count of Component(s): 5,000 – 6,000 words 
• Percentage Value of Component(s): 100% 

Please note: 
 

• Curricular information is subject to change. 
• Information is displayed only for guidance purposes, relates to the current academic year only 

and is subject to change. 
 

 


